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What Makes a Church 
“Successful?”



Three Directions of the Church

Carrying On the Mission of Jesus



Big Ideas 
from this 

Series
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Churches 
sometimes 
base their 

success level 
on the wrong 

standards.
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The church 
must operate 

in three 
directions:
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The 
Upward-
Looking 
Church
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The Inward-Looking Church
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The Outward-Looking Church
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The Mission of Jesus

➢ A Summary Passage:



Luke 19:10
10 For the Son of Man has come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.”

*All verses from 1995 New American Standard Version



1 John 3:8
8 the one who practices sin is of the 
devil; for the devil has sinned from the 
beginning. The Son of God appeared 
for this purpose, to destroy the works 
of the devil.



➢ A list of how Jesus pursued 
His mission:

Taught God’s Word



Matthew 4:23
23 Jesus was going throughout all 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every kind of 
disease and every kind of sickness 
among the people.



➢ A list of how Jesus pursued 
His mission:

Showed God’s Love



Acts 10:38
38 You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how 
God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, and how He went 
about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with Him.



➢ A list of how Jesus pursued 
His mission:

Life Example



Hebrews 4:15
15 For we do not have a high priest who 
cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has 
been tempted in all things as we are, 
yet without sin.



➢ A list of how Jesus pursued 
His mission:

Trained Others



Luke 6:13
13 And when day came, He called His 
disciples to Him and chose twelve of 
them, whom He also named 
as apostles:



➢ A list of how Jesus pursued 
His mission:

The Cross



2 Corinthians 5:21
21 He made Him who knew no sin to 
be sin on our behalf, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in 
Him.



Jesus’ 
Mission in 
His Church
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Matthew 5:16
16 Let your light shine before men in 
such a way that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven.



Matthew 28:19-20
19 Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the 
age.”



How we follow 
Jesus’ example:

Sharing God’s 
Word
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Romans 1:16
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek.



How we follow 
Jesus’ example:

Showing God’s 
Love
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Galatians 6:10
10 So then, while we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all people, and 
especially to those who are of 
the household of the faith.



How we follow 
Jesus’ example:

Christian 
Examples

Image from: lightstock.com



1 John 2:6
6 the one who says he abides in 
Him ought himself to walk in the same 
manner as He walked.



How we follow 
Jesus’ example:

Help Others 
Carry Christ’s 

Mission
Image from: lightstock.com



2 Timothy 2:2
2 The things which you have heard from 
me in the presence of many 
witnesses, entrust these to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others 
also.



3 John 8
8 Therefore we ought to support such 
men, so that we may be fellow 
workers with the truth.



A Focus We Want to Keep

We want to encourage the world to 
know God, 

both by word and deed…
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Acts 2:38

38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.



James 5:16

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 

prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.


