
Faith in 
Spite of the 

Wicked 
Queen
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2 Chronicles 22:10-24:16
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1) The evil queen: Athalia
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2 Chronicles 21:4-7
4 Now when Jehoram had taken over 
the kingdom of his father and made 
himself secure, he killed all his brothers 
with the sword, and some of the rulers 
of Israel also.

*All Scriptures from 1995 New American Standard



2 Chronicles 21:4-7
5 Jehoram was thirty-two years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
eight years in Jerusalem.
6 He walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, just as the house of Ahab did 
(for Ahab’s daughter was his wife), and 
he did evil in the sight of the LORD.



2 Chronicles 21:4-7
7 Yet the LORD was not willing to 
destroy the house of David because of 
the covenant which He had made with 
David, and since He had promised to 
give a lamp to him and his sons forever.



1) The evil queen: Athalia

➢ She encouraged evil
in her husband.
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2 Chronicles 21:6
6 He walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, just as the house of Ahab did 
(for Ahab’s daughter was his wife), and 
he did evil in the sight of the LORD.



2 Chronicles 22:2-4
2 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
one year in Jerusalem. And his 
mother’s name was Athaliah, 
the granddaughter of Omri.



2 Chronicles 22:2-4
3 He also walked in the ways of the 
house of Ahab, for his mother was his 
counselor to do wickedly.
4 He did evil in the sight of the LORD like 
the house of Ahab, for they were his 
counselors after the death of his father, 
to his destruction.



1) The evil queen: Athalia

➢When her son died, she killed
family members to hold 

power for herself.
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2 Chronicles 22:10
10 Now when Athaliah the mother of 
Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, 
she rose and destroyed all the 
royal offspring of the house of Judah.



2) The boy who lived: Joash
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2 Chronicles 22:11-12
11 But Jehoshabeath the king’s 
daughter took Joash the son of 
Ahaziah, and stole him from among the 
king’s sons who were being put to 
death, and placed him and his nurse in 
the bedroom. So Jehoshabeath, the 
daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of



2 Chronicles 22:11-12

Jehoiada the priest (for she was the 
sister of Ahaziah), hid him from 
Athaliah so that she would not put him 
to death.
12 He was hidden with them in the 
house of God six years while Athaliah 
reigned over the land.



2) The boy who lived: Joash

➢ He was raised in the temple
for six years.
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3) The priest who led the 
revolt: Jehoiada
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3) The priest who led the 
revolt: Jehoiada

➢ His influence helped change:

The Kingship
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2 Chronicles 23:1-15
1 Now in the seventh year Jehoiada 
strengthened himself, and took 
captains of hundreds: Azariah the son 
of Jeroham, Ishmael the son of 
Johanan, Azariah the son of Obed, 
Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and 
Elishaphat the son of Zichri, and they 
entered into a covenant with him.



2 Chronicles 23:1-15
2 They went throughout Judah and 
gathered the Levites from all the cities 
of Judah, and the heads of the 
fathers’ households of Israel, and they 
came to Jerusalem.



2 Chronicles 23:1-15
3 Then all the assembly made a 
covenant with the king in the house of 
God. And Jehoiada said to them, 
“Behold, the king’s son shall reign, as 
the LORD has spoken concerning the 
sons of David.



2 Chronicles 23:1-15
10 He stationed all the people, each 
man with his weapon in his hand, from 
the right side of the house to the 
left side of the house, by the altar and 
by the house, around the king.



2 Chronicles 23:1-15
11 Then they brought out the king’s son 
and put the crown on him, and gave 
him the testimony and made him king. 
And Jehoiada and his sons anointed 
him and said, “Long live the king!”



2 Chronicles 23:1-15
12 When Athaliah heard the noise of 
the people running and praising the 
king, she came into the house of 
the LORD to the people.



2 Chronicles 23:1-15
13 She looked, and behold, the king was 
standing by his pillar at the entrance, 
and the captains and 
the trumpeters were beside the king. 
And all the people of the land rejoiced 
and blew trumpets, the singers 
with their musical instruments leading 
the praise. Then Athaliah tore her 
clothes and said, “Treason! Treason!”



2 Chronicles 23:1-15
14 Jehoiada the priest brought out the 
captains of hundreds who were 
appointed over the army and said to 
them, “Bring her out between the 
ranks; and whoever follows her, put to 
death with the sword.” For the priest 
said, “Let her not be put to death in 
the house of the LORD.”



2 Chronicles 23:1-15
15 So they seized her, and when she 
arrived at the entrance of the Horse 
Gate of the king’s house, they put her 
to death there.



3) The priest who led the 
revolt: Jehoiada

➢ His influence helped change:

The People
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2 Chronicles 23:16-21
16 Then Jehoiada made a covenant 
between himself and all the people 
and the king, that they would be 
the LORD’S people.
17 And all the people went to the house 
of Baal and tore it down, and they 
broke in pieces his altars and his 
images, and killed Mattan the priest of 
Baal before the altars.



2 Chronicles 23:16-21
21 So all of the people of the land 
rejoiced and the city was quiet. For 
they had put Athaliah to death with 
the sword.



3) The priest who led the 
revolt: Jehoiada

➢ His influence helped change:

The King
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2 Chronicles 24:1-2
1 Joash was seven years old when he 
became king, and he reigned forty 
years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s 
name was Zibiah from Beersheba.
2 Joash did what was right in the sight 
of the LORD all the days of Jehoiada the 
priest.



3) The priest who led the 
revolt: Jehoiada

➢ His influence helped change:

The Temple
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2 Chronicles 24:4-14
4 Now it came about after this that 
Joash decided to restore the house of 
the LORD.



2 Chronicles 24:4-14
7 For the sons of the wicked Athaliah 
had broken into the house of God and 
even used the holy things of the house 
of the LORD for the Baals.



2 Chronicles 24:4-14
13 So the workmen labored, and the 
repair work progressed in their hands, 
and they restored the house of 
God according to its specifications and 
strengthened it.



2 Chronicles 24:4-14
14 When they had finished, they 
brought the rest of the money before 
the king and Jehoiada; ... And they 
offered burnt offerings in the house of 
the LORD continually all the days of 
Jehoiada.



2 Chronicles 24:15-16
15 Now when Jehoiada reached a ripe 
old age he died; he was one hundred 
and thirty years old at his death.
16 They buried him in the city of David 
among the kings, because he had done 
well in Israel and to God and His house.



Some Things We Learn

1) Faith can thrive
even in difficult
circumstances.
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2 Chronicles 16:9
9 For the eyes of the LORD move to and 
fro throughout the earth that He may 
strongly support those whose heart is 
completely His. ...”



Some Things We Learn

2) Too many people 
are followers – we 

need deeper 
convictions than 

that!
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Matthew 7:13-14
13 “Enter through the narrow gate; for 
the gate is wide and the way is broad 
that leads to destruction, and there are 
many who enter through it.
14 For the gate is small and the way is 
narrow that leads to life, and there are 
few who find it.



Some Things We Learn

3) Strong 
commitment 
makes others 

stronger
too.
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Philippians 1:13-14
13 so that my imprisonment in the 
cause of Christ has become well known 
throughout the whole praetorian guard 
and to everyone else,
14 and that most of the brethren, 
trusting in the Lord because of 
my imprisonment, have far more 
courage to speak the word of God 
without fear.



Final Passage

Psalm 18:1-3
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Psalm 18:1-3
1 “I love You, O LORD, my strength.”
2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and 
my deliverer,
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge;
My shield and the horn of my salvation, 
my stronghold.
3 I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be 
praised,
And I am saved from my enemies.


