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Genesis 12:1-3
1 Now the LORD said to Abram,

“Go forth from your country,
And from your relatives
And from your father’s house,
To the land which I will show you;

*All Scriptures from 1995 New American Standard



Genesis 12:1-3
2 And I will make you a great nation,
And I will bless you,
And make your name great;
And so you shall be a blessing;
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God’s Response to Selfless Acts



Genesis 13 – The Decision

➢ Abram retraces his steps.
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Genesis 13:1-4
1 So Abram went up from Egypt 
to the Negev, he and his wife and all 
that belonged to him, and Lot with 
him.
2 Now Abram was very rich in livestock, 
in silver and in gold.



Genesis 13:1-4
3 He went on his journeys from 
the Negev as far as Bethel, to the place 
where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Bethel and Ai,
4 to the place of the altar which he had 
made there formerly; and there Abram 
called on the name of the LORD.



Genesis 13 – The Decision

➢ Their wealth causes strife.
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Genesis 13:5-7
5 Now Lot, who went with Abram, also 
had flocks and herds and tents.
6 And the land could not sustain 
them while dwelling together, for their 
possessions were so great that they 
were not able to remain together.



Genesis 13:5-7
7 And there was strife between the 
herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the 
herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. Now the 
Canaanite and the Perizzite were 
dwelling then in the land.



Genesis 13 – The Decision

➢ Abram lets Lot choose.
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Genesis 13:8-13
8 So Abram said to Lot, “Please let 
there be no strife between you and 
me, nor between my herdsmen and 
your herdsmen, for we are brothers.
9 Is not the whole land before you? 
Please separate from me; if to the left, 
then I will go to the right; or if to the 
right, then I will go to the left.”



Genesis 13:8-13
10 Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all 
the valley of the Jordan, that it was 
well watered everywhere—this 
was before the LORD destroyed Sodom 
and Gomorrah—like the garden of 
the LORD, like the land of Egypt as you 
go to Zoar.



Genesis 13:8-13
11 So Lot chose for himself all the valley 
of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed 
eastward. Thus they separated from 
each other.



Genesis 13:8-13
12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, 
while Lot settled in the cities of 
the valley, and moved his tents as far 
as Sodom.
13 Now the men of Sodom were 
wicked exceedingly and sinners against 
the LORD.



Genesis 13 – The Decision

➢ God renews His promise.

Im
ag

e 
fr

o
m

: l
ig

h
ts

to
ck

.c
o

m



Genesis 13:14-18
14 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had 
separated from him, “Now lift up your 
eyes and look from the place where 
you are, northward and southward and 
eastward and westward;
15 for all the land which you see, I will 
give it to you and to your descendants 
forever.



Genesis 13:14-18
16 I will make your descendants as the 
dust of the earth, so that if anyone can 
number the dust of the earth, then 
your descendants can also be 
numbered.



Genesis 13:14-18
17 Arise, walk about the land through 
its length and breadth; for I will give it 
to you.”
18 Then Abram moved his tent and 
came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, 
which are in Hebron, and there he 
built an altar to the LORD.



Genesis 14 –
The Rescue

➢ There is a 
battle of 

kings.
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Genesis 14:1-2
1 And it came about in the days of 
Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of 
Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, 
and Tidal king of Goiim,
2 that they made war with Bera king of 
Sodom, and with Birsha king of 
Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and 
Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the 
king of Bela (that is, Zoar).



Genesis 14 –
The Rescue

➢ Lot is 
captured.
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Genesis 14:10-13
10 Now the valley of Siddim was full of 
tar pits; and the kings of Sodom and 
Gomorrah fled, and they fell into them. 
But those who survived fled to the hill 
country.



Genesis 14:10-13
11 Then they took all the goods of 
Sodom and Gomorrah and all their 
food supply, and departed.
12 They also took Lot, Abram’s nephew, 
and his possessions and departed, for 
he was living in Sodom.



Genesis 14:10-13
13 Then a fugitive came and told Abram 
the Hebrew. Now he was living by 
the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, 
brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner, 
and these were allies with Abram.



Old Testament Names for 
God’s Chosen People

➢ Hebrews – after “Eber” 
(Gen. 10:21)



Genesis 10:21
21 Also to Shem, the father of all the 
children of Eber, and the older brother 
of Japheth, children were born.



Old Testament Names for 
God’s Chosen People

➢ Hebrews – after “Eber” (Gen 10:21), 
6 generations before Abram

➢ Israelites – after Jacob, whose name 
was changed to Israel (Gen. 32:28)

➢ Jews – after “Judah,” the southern 
kingdom remaining after 722 BC.



Genesis 14:10-13
13 Then a fugitive came and told Abram 
the Hebrew. Now he was living by 
the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, 
brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner, 
and these were allies with Abram.



Genesis 14 –
The Rescue

➢ Abram 
rescues him!
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Genesis 14:14-16
14 When Abram heard that his relative 
had been taken captive, he led out his 
trained men, born in his house, three 
hundred and eighteen, and went in 
pursuit as far as Dan.



Genesis 14:14-16
15 He divided his forces against them by 
night, he and his servants, 
and defeated them, and pursued them 
as far as Hobah, which is north 
of Damascus.



Genesis 14:14-16
16 He brought back all the goods, and 
also brought back his relative Lot with 
his possessions, and also the women, 
and the people.



Genesis 14 –
The Rescue

➢ The blessing 
of 

Melchizedek.
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Genesis 14:17-24
17 Then after his return from the defeat 
of Chedorlaomer and the kings who 
were with him, the king of Sodom went 
out to meet him at the valley of Shaveh
(that is, the King’s Valley).
18 And Melchizedek king of Salem 
brought out bread and wine; now he 
was a priest of God Most High.



Zechariah 6:12-13
12 Then say to him, ‘Thus says 
the LORD of hosts, “Behold, a man 
whose name is Branch, for He 
will branch out from where He is; and 
He will build the temple of the LORD.



Zechariah 6:12-13
13 Yes, it is He who will build the temple 
of the LORD, and He who will bear the 
honor and sit and rule on His throne. 
Thus, He will be a priest on His throne, 
and the counsel of peace will be 
between the two offices.”’



Genesis 14:17-24
19 He blessed him and said,

“Blessed be Abram of God Most High,
Possessor of heaven and earth;

20 And blessed be God Most High,
Who has delivered your enemies into 
your hand.”

He gave him a tenth of all.



Genesis 14:17-24
21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, 
“Give the people to me and take the 
goods for yourself.”



Genesis 14:17-24
22 Abram said to the king of Sodom, 
“I have sworn to the LORD God Most 
High, possessor of heaven and earth,
23 that I will not take a thread or a 
sandal thong or anything that is yours, 
for fear you would say, ‘I have made 
Abram rich.’



Genesis 14:17-24
24 I will take nothing except what the 
young men have eaten, and the share 
of the men who went with me, Aner, 
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their 
share.”



Some Things We Learn

1) Sometimes 
we need to go 
back to our 
altar.
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Genesis 13:3-4
3 He went on his journeys from 
the Negev as far as Bethel, to the place 
where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Bethel and Ai,
4 to the place of the altar which he had 
made there formerly; and there Abram 
called on the name of the LORD.



Romans 12:1
1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies 
a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable 
to God, which is your spiritual service 
of worship.



Some Things We Learn

2) The most 
important 
part of a 
decision is 
the spiritual
impact.
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Matthew 6:33
33 But seek first His kingdom and His 

righteousness, and all these things will 
be added to you.



Some Things We Learn

3) Don’t get 
too close to 
sin.
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2 Corinthians 6:14
14 Do not be bound together 
with unbelievers; for what partnership 
have righteousness and lawlessness, or 
what fellowship has light with 
darkness?

*“bound together” is “unequally 
yoked” in NKJV



Some Things We Learn

4) God 
blesses 
humility.
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James 4:10
10 Humble yourselves in the sight of 
the Lord, and He will lift you up.


