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Genesis 12:1-3
1 Now the LORD said to Abram,

“Go forth from your country,
And from your relatives
And from your father’s house,
To the land which I will show you;

*All Scriptures from 1995 New American Standard



Genesis 12:1-3
2 And I will make you a great nation,
And I will bless you,
And make your name great;
And so you shall be a blessing;



Genesis 12:1-3
3 And I will bless those who bless you,
And the one who curses you I 
will curse.
And in you all the families of the earth 
will be blessed.”



Genesis 12:4
4 So Abram went forth as the LORD had 
spoken to him; and Lot went with him. 
Now Abram was seventy-five years old 
when he departed from Haran.
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Failures…and Grace



In New Lands

➢ After Abraham leaves, God 
promises his descendants the 

land of Canaan.
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Genesis 12:5-9
5 Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his 

nephew, and all their possessions 
which they had accumulated, 
and the persons which they had 
acquired in Haran, and they set out for 
the land of Canaan; thus they came to 
the land of Canaan.



Genesis 12:5-9
6 Abram passed through the land as far 
as the site of Shechem, to the oak of 
Moreh. Now the Canaanite was then in 
the land.
7 The LORD appeared to Abram and 
said, “To your descendants I will give 
this land.” So he built an altar there to 
the LORD who had appeared to him.



Genesis 12:5-9
8 Then he proceeded from there to the 
mountain on the east of Bethel, and 
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 
west and Ai on the east; and there he 
built an altar to the LORD and called 
upon the name of the LORD.



Genesis 12:5-9
9 Abram journeyed on, continuing 
toward the Negev.



Genesis 12:10
10 Now there was a famine in the land; 
so Abram went down to Egypt to 
sojourn there, for the famine 
was severe in the land.



In New Lands

➢ A famine comes, 

and they seek refuge in Egypt.
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Abraham, What Are 
You Doing?

Genesis 12:10-20
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Genesis 12:10
10 Now there was a famine in the land; 
so Abram went down to Egypt to 
sojourn there, for the famine 
was severe in the land.



Genesis 12:11-13
11 It came about when he came near to 
Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, 
“See now, I know that you are 
a beautiful woman;
12 and when the Egyptians see you, 
they will say, ‘This is his wife’; and they 
will kill me, but they will let you live.



Genesis 12:11-13
13 Please say that you are my sister so 
that it may go well with me because of 
you, and that I may live on account of 
you.”



Abraham, What Are 
You Doing?

➢ Abram decides to lie
because of his fear.
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Genesis 12:14-16
14 It came about when Abram came 
into Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the 
woman was very beautiful.



Genesis 12:14-16
15 Pharaoh’s officials saw her and 
praised her to Pharaoh; and the 
woman was taken into Pharaoh’s 
house.
16 Therefore he treated Abram well for 
her sake; and gave him sheep and oxen 
and donkeys and male and female 
servants and female donkeys and 
camels.



Abraham, What Are 
You Doing?

➢ God steps in to save them.
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Genesis 12:17-20
17 But the LORD struck Pharaoh and his 
house with great plagues because of 
Sarai, Abram’s wife.
18 Then Pharaoh called Abram and said, 
“What is this you have done to me? 
Why did you not tell me that she was 
your wife?



Genesis 12:17-20
19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so 
that I took her for my wife? Now 
then, here is your wife, take her and 
go.”
20 Pharaoh commanded his men 
concerning him; and they escorted him 
away, with his wife and all that 
belonged to him.



Abraham, What Are 
You Doing?

➢ This happens again in 
Genesis 20.

Im
ag

e 
fr

o
m

: l
ig

h
ts

to
ck

.c
o

m



Genesis 20:1-2
1 Now Abraham journeyed from there 
toward the land of the Negev, 
and settled between Kadesh and Shur; 
then he sojourned in Gerar.
2 Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She 
is my sister.” So Abimelech king of 
Gerar sent and took Sarah.



Genesis 20:3-7
3 But God came to Abimelech in a 
dream of the night, and said to him, 
“Behold, you are a dead man because 
of the woman whom you have taken, 
for she is married.”



Genesis 20:3-7
4 Now Abimelech had not come near 
her; and he said, “Lord, will You slay a 
nation, even though blameless?
5 Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is 
my sister’? And she herself said, ‘He is 
my brother.’ In the integrity of my 
heart and the innocence of my hands I 
have done this.”



Genesis 20:3-7
6 Then God said to him in the dream, 
“Yes, I know that in the integrity of 
your heart you have done this, and I 
also kept you from sinning against Me; 
therefore I did not let you touch her.



Genesis 20:3-7
7 Now therefore, restore the man’s 
wife, for he is a prophet, and he will 
pray for you and you will live. But if you 
do not restore her, know that you shall 
surely die, you and all who are yours.”



Genesis 20:8
8 So Abimelech arose early in the 
morning and called all his servants and 
told all these things in their hearing; 
and the men were greatly frightened.



Genesis 20:11-13
11 Abraham said, “Because I thought, 
surely there is no fear of God in this 
place, and they will kill me because of 
my wife.
12 Besides, she actually is my sister, the 
daughter of my father, but not the 
daughter of my mother, and she 
became my wife;



Genesis 20:11-13
13 and it came about, when God caused 
me to wander from my father’s house, 
that I said to her, ‘This is the kindness 
which you will show to 
me: everywhere we go, say of me, “He 
is my brother.”’”



Genesis 20:14-16
14 Abimelech then took sheep and oxen 
and male and female servants, and 
gave them to Abraham, and restored 
his wife Sarah to him.
15 Abimelech said, “Behold, my land is 
before you; settle wherever you 
please.”



Genesis 20:14-16
16 To Sarah he said, “Behold, I have 
given your brother a thousand pieces 
of silver; behold, it is your vindication 
before all who are with you, and before 
all men you are cleared.”



Genesis 20:17-18
17 Abraham prayed to God, and God 
healed Abimelech and his wife and his 
maids, so that they bore children.
18 For the LORD had closed fast all the 
wombs of the household of Abimelech 
because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.



Some Lessons to Notice

1) Don’t 
develop the 
habit of 
dishonesty.
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Ephesians 4:25
24 and put on the new self, which in the 
likeness of God has been created in 
righteousness and holiness of the 
truth.
25 Therefore, laying aside 
falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE of 
you WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we 
are members of one another.



Psalm 34:12-15
12 Who is the man who desires life
And loves length of days that he 
may see good?



Psalm 34:12-15
13 Keep your tongue from evil
And your lips from speaking deceit.
14 Depart from evil and do good;
Seek peace and pursue it.
15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the 
righteous
And His ears are open to their cry.



Some Lessons to Notice

2) Find the 
better way 
that avoids 
sin.
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1 Corinthians 10:13
13 No temptation has overtaken you but 
such as is common to man; and God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to 
be tempted beyond what you are able, 
but with the temptation will provide 
the way of escape also, so that you will 
be able to endure it.



Some Lessons to Notice

2) Find the 
better way 
that avoids 
sin.

This is part of 
wisdom!
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Proverbs 9:10
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of wisdom,
And the knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.



Some Lessons to Notice

3) Be 
thankful for 
God’s grace!
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Psalm 103:10

10 He has not dealt with us according to 
our sins,
Nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities.



2 Corinthians 5:21
21 He made Him who knew no sin to 
be sin on our behalf, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in 
Him.



Some Lessons to Notice

3) Be 
thankful for 
God’s grace!
It has 
rescued us 
far more 
than we 
know!
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Failures…and Grace


