Staying Faithful
During Difficult Times



As a person of
faith, what do ou
do when bad things




Matthew 5:10-12
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness'
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. 2 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.



John 16:33
33| have said these things to you, that in me you may
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation.
But take heart; | have overcome the world.”



2 Timothy 3:12
12|ndeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted,
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How Does Job Handle Sffering?
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Job is described as a good man who fears the
Lord and turns away from evil.




Job 1:1
There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and

that man was blameless and upright, one who feared God
and turned away from evil.

Job 1:8
8 And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered

my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a

blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away
from evil?”
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Satan believes Job’s faithfulness and obedience is tied
to the blessings he receives.




Job 1:9-10
9Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God
for no reason? 1 Have you not put a hedge around him and
his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed
the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in
the land.




How Does Job Handle ffering?
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Satan believes that if God removes the riches and blessings
from Job’s life, he will not remain faithful.




Job1:11-12
11 But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he
will curse you to your face.” 12 And the Lord said to Satan,
“Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do
not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the
presence of the Lord.
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Suddenly, Job faces a series of terrible circumstances.




Job 1:13-15
13 Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were
eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother's
house, *and there came a messenger to Job and said, “The
oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside
them, > and the Sabeans fell upon them and took them and
struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and |
alone have escaped to tell you.”



Job 1:16-17
16 \While he was yet speaking, there came another and
said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the
sheep and the servants and consumed them, and | alone have
escaped to tell you.” 7 While he was yet speaking, there came
another and said, “The Chaldeans formed three groups and
made a raid on the camels and took them and struck down
the servants with the edge of the sword, and | alone have
escaped to tell you.”



Job 1:18-19
18 \While he was yet speaking, there came another and
said, “Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine
in their oldest brother's house, 1° and behold, a great wind
came across the wilderness and struck the four corners of the

house, and it fell upon the young people, and they are dead,
and | alone have escaped to tell you.”
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Despite experiencing such pain and suffering Job
stayed faithful to God.




Job 1:20-22
20Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and
fell on the ground and worshiped. 2 And he said, “Naked |
came from my mother's womb, and naked shall | return.
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the
name of the Lord.”

221 all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.



God is worthy
of worship in all
clrcmstances

of life, both
aood avd bad.




Blessed be Mour name
Tu the land that is plewtiful
where Your streams of abundance flow
Blessed be Mour name

Blessed be Mour name
wWhen IT'w found in the desert place
Though T walk through the wilderness
Blessed be Mour name




Blessed be Mour name
wWhew the sun's shining down on e
whew the world's all as i+ should be
Blessed be Mour name

Blessed be Your name
Ow the road marked with suffering
Though there's paiv in the offering
Blessed be Your name



Every blessing You pour ot
Tl +urw back to praise
And whew the darkuess closes in, Lord

Still, T will say

Blessed be the wame of the Lord
Blessed be Mour name
Blessed be the wame of the Lord
Plessed be Your alorions name



You give and +ake away
You give and +ake away
WMy heart will choose to say
Lord, blessed be Mour name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Mour name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Plessed be Your alorions name



Some Things to Remember

Remember God is still God.



Some Things to Remember

Let difficulties bring you closer to
God.




Some Things to Remember

Remember to trust in the Lord even when
you don’t understand why.




Daniel 3:14-15
Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it true, O
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my
gods or worship the golden image that | have set up? > Now if
you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe,
lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall
down and worship the image that | have made, well and
good.l¢But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be
cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will
deliver you out of my hands?”



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21823c

Daniel 3:16-18
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to
the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you
in this matter. 7 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of your hand, O king. 13 But if not, be it known
to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the
golden image that you have set up.”
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