
I Don’t Want to be a 
Pharisee

Matthew 5:20, 23:1-3



The Essenes

The Zealots

The Sadducees

The Pharisees 





Matthew 5:20
For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.



A Different 
Righteousness





Matthew 23:25-28
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the 
outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and 
self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup 
and the plate, that the outside also may be clean.
27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are 
like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but 
within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you 
also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full 
of hypocrisy and lawlessness.



Different in our 
motives



Matthew 6:1-18
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in 
order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your 
Father who is in heaven.
2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they 
may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in 
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.



5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they 
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, 
that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your room and 
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you.7 “And when you pray, do 
not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that 
they will be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for 
your Father knows what you need before you ask him.



9 Pray then like this:
“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
10 Your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us this day our daily bread,
12 and forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.



14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you, 15 but if you do not forgive others their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.



16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for 
they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by 
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17 But 
when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your 
fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in 
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.



Their charity was done out of fanfare.

Their prayers were offered to draw attention.

Their fasting was done for a selfish purpose.



Don’t parade your charitable acts before others.

Go pray in a private place to God.

The sacrifices you make are between you and God.



Different attitude 
toward the lost



Luke 18:9-14
“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, 
prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I 
fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’



Matthew 9:10-12
10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his 
disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 12 But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who are sick.



Luke 15:1-3
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear 
him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This 
man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told them this 
parable:



Lost 

Found

Rejoicing



Their faith was for show.

They thought they weren’t concerned for the lost.

They didn’t have a deep personal relationship that focused on 
the heart.


	Slide 1: I Don’t Want to be a Pharisee
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21

